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STAPF  OF  THE  PUBUG  HEALTH 

rEPAETMENT  ' ’ 


G.B,  Hopkins,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  B.Pharm. , D.P.H, 

holding  appointments  of 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  ) 

School  Medical  Officer  ) 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Borough  of  Blandford  Forum 
Blandford  Rural  District 
Tifirabome  Minster  Urban  District 
Wimborne  and  Cranbome  Rural  District 


also  ■ • 

Medical  Adviser  to  the  Dorset  Uater  Board 

contributing  roughly: - 


Borough  of  Blandford  Forum. .^  day  per  VTeek 

Blandford  Rural  District ......^  day  per  week 

Uimborne  Minster  Urban  District ..l/3rd  day  per  week 

1/imborne  and  Cranborne  Rural  District days  per  week 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR;  - 

H.L.  Birkett,  M.R.S.H.,  M.P.H.I.A, 
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Area  Office, 

Health  Clinic, 
Rowlands  Hill, 
Wimbome . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  nr/  Annual  Report  for  1971. 

The  year  vras  distinguished  as  anti-pollution  year  and  as  census 
year,  the  two  inevitably  being  linked. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  has  remained  remarkably  constant 
over  the  last  fifty  years;  members  may  be  interested  in  the  census 
figures  over  that  period  for  both  the  Borough  and  the  Rural  District, 

Census  Population  of  the  Blandford  Borough  and  Rural  Districts 


1921 

to 

1971 

1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

B.B.  3,633 

3,370 

7 

3,667 

3,566 

3,643 

B.R.D.C.  7,698 

7,466 

7 

12,242 

10,300 

13,284 

Environmental  pollution  at  first  si^t  appears  to  have  very 
little  relevance  to  Blandford  Forum,  gently  swept  as  it  is  by  the  prevail- 
ing soft  winds  from  the  Hardy  country  to  the  South  West  towards 
"Castorbridge”,  '^Budmouth”  and  the  English  Channel,  but  these  vdnds 
have  enfolded,  en  passant,  a large  atomic  energy  complex  and  remind  us 
therefore  of  probably  the  biggest  future  menace  to  mankind,  that  of 
atomic  v/astes  from  the  inevitable  proliferation  of  such  power  stations, 
as  our  own  fossil  fuels  become  exhausted  by  the  end  of  the  century.  ¥e 
certainly  have  had  no  reason  to  fear  atomic  emanation  from  Winfrith,  but 
cannot  feel  the  same  confidence  about  the  prospects  for  the  future  when 
the  whole  of  Europe  is  dotted  with  atomic  power  plants. 

For  the  present  the  new  found  spotlight  on  environmental 
pollution  has  already  resulted  in  a report  of  a Technical  Committee  on 
the  Disposal  of  Solid  Toxic  Wastes,  giving  valuable  advice  to  local 
authorities  and  industry,  and  later  to  the  first  report  of  The  Royal 
Commission  on  Environmental  Pollution  on  the  dumping  of  toxic  wastes. 

The  anticipated  expansion  of  the  natural  requirement  of  water  by  a factor 
of  two  between  1970  and  the  year  2000  A.D,  underlines  the  vital  need  to 
jealously  preserve  existing  and  future  contemplated  water  sources  from 
any  risk  of  pollution.  Recent  work  at  the  University  of  Liverpool  has 
demonstrated  that  some  of  the  nation's  water  s\:pplies  are  not  quite  so 
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free 


free  from  contaminants  as  perhaps  was  thought,  and  lead,  cadmium,  phenolic 
substances  and  even  cyanide,  in  minute  proportions,  were  found  in  certain 
water  supplies.  Toxic  wastes,  once  dumped  cannot  normally  be  recovered 
from  soil  and  underlying  strata.  By  reason  of  its  small  but  developing 
industrial  estate  the  Council  has  already  had  to  take  steps  to  ensure 
that  no  pollution  of  the  Stoiir  arises  from  heavy  metal  waste  associated 
with  planned  future  industrial  activity,  and  has  thereby  assumed  responsi- 
bility for  future  monitoring  of  an  industrial  effluent  to  secure  compliance 
with  standards  laid  dovm. 

That  ancient  and  modern  contaminant  of  water  supplies,  lead, 
achieved  publicity  once  again  during  the  year. 

The  Romans  must  have  been  familiar  with  the  effects  of  lead 
poisoning,  even  if  they  did  not  knov/  the  cause  since  they  made  their 
v/ater  conduits  from  that  metal.  The  Saxons  certainly  unwittingly  poisoned 
themselves  with  lead  by  drinking  acid  wines  fiom  pewter  vessels  with  a 
high  lead  content,  the  proof  existing  to  this  day  in  Saxon  bones. 
Considering  the  ease  with  which  lead  can  be  detected  it  is  a little 
surprising  that  abnormal  lead  concentrations  can  still  be  foxand  in 
domestic  water  supplies  due  to  long  runs  of  lead  piping  of  fairly 
ancient  vintage.  There  must  be  many  areas  of  the  coimtry  where  no 
comprehensive  analyses  have  ever  been  undertaken  vdiere  potential  risks 
exist  from  lead  pipes  or  cisterns.  It  is  probably  one  of  those  problems 
which  fall  between  two  stools.  On  the  one  hand  the  ■'.?ater  Authority 
responsibility  stops  with  the  service  main,  on  the  other  hand  the  local 
authority  is  reluctant  to  disburse  money  on  numerous  analyses  by  the  public 
analyst  when  it  feels  that  the  matter  is  one  for  the  occupier,  and  the 
occupier  is  blissfully  ignorant!.  Forthcoming  reorganisation  should 
desirably  pinpoint  responsibility  for  this  type  of  hazard  but  the 
difficulties  vrould  probably  molt  away  overnight  if  public  analytical 
laboratories  on  a par  with  the  public  health  bacteriological  labora- 
tories, giving  a free  service  to  local  authorities,  were  to  be  set  up 
under  the  aegis  of  the  I\(Iinistiy  of  Health  and  Social  Services.  One  can 
envisage  well  equipped  and  staffed  regional  analytical  laboratories 
instead  of  the  present  splintered  and  variable  provision,  and  in  fact  the 
new  Regional  Water  Authorities  could  very  aptly  form  the  caretaker 
organisation  and  nucleus  for  such  a venture.  Modern  analytical  appara- 
tus becomes  more  expensive  as  it  becomes  more  and  more  accurate  and  more 
automatic,  and  it  is  unfortunate  to  see  one  laboratory  \inder  using 
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such 


such  equipment  and  another  entirely  lacking  it 


For  several  years  during  Spring  the  inhabitants  of  Blandford 
Borough  and  adjacent  riparian  villages  along  the  Stour  have  been  subjected 
to  a vicious  plague  of  biting  flies,  authoritatively  identified  by 
Dr,  Davis  of  Durham  as  Simulium  austeni,  v/hich  emerge  from  the  river  in 
vast  numbers  from  about  mid-April  to  mid-May  and  feed  voraciously  on 
man  and  animals  for  a fev7  miles  on  either  side  of  the  river. 

The  bites  are  characteristic.  They  produce  marked  irritation, 
pain  which  can  be  severe,  often  a blood  blister  three  to  six  mms,  in 
diameter,  a raw  area  which  may  become  septic  and  finally  a scab  which 
disappears  in  about  one  month.  Firm  swelling  and  redness  occurs,  and 
glandular  involvement,  and  a temperature  up  to  102°  has  been  recorded  in 
cases  of  multiple  bites.  Numerous  victims  have  required  bed  rest  and  a 
leg  may  for  instance  be  too  painful  to  put  to  the  ground  for  a week, 
necessitating  absence  from  work.  There  has  been  one  case  of  phlebitis 
followed  by  pulmonary  embolus,  a veiy  serious  complication, 

G-eneral  Practitioners  in  the  worst  affected  areas  in  the 
Blandford  district  have  been  seeing  roughly  five  persons  per  day  during 
the  period  of  emergence  of  the  fly,  amounting  in  the  season  to  many 
hundreds  of  visits.  Other  doctors  throughout  the  area  are  involved, 
and  £2000  annually  is  a very  conservative  estimate  of  prescription  costs 
and  sickness  absence. 

Public  annoyance  and  exasperation  increase  yearly  and  the 
problem  has  received  publicity  nationally  and  locally,  in  the  press  and 
on  television.  Threats  to  dump  large  quantities  of  insecticides  into 
the  river  have  been  made  and  must  be  taken  seriously.  There  is  confirma- 
tory expert  evidence  to  support  local  opinion  that  the  problem  has 
increased  annually.  Some  staff  and  Council  members  are  coming  to  regard 
May  with  dismay. 

Three  methods  of  combating  this  problem  have  been  considered. 
Firstly  the  use  of  insecticides.  Secondly  cutting  river  weeds  which  are 
literally  foul  with  larvae  and  pupae  in  Apidl  and  May,  and  thirdly, 
fundamental  research. 

Insecticides  are  v/idely  condemned  for  their  indiscriminate 
action,  especially  their  toxicity  for  fish,  Tfeed  cutting  is  regarded 
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with  scepticism 


with  scepticism  by  River  Board  staff  owing  to  the  sheer  practical  difficul- 
ties, The  problem  has  been  described  by  the  Director  of  the  Freshwater 
Biological  Association  at  Bindon  Abbey  as  lending  itself  to  research  by  a 
post-graduate  science  student  vd-th  a view  to  finding  a weakness  in  the 
natural  history  of  the  fly  which  could  be  exploited  without  harmful  effects 
to  the  fauna  and  flora  of  the  river,  and  this  suggestion  has  subsequently 
come  to  fruition. 


There  follows  the  report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and 


the  customary  tabulated  information,  and  finally  I would  like  to  express 
ny  thanks  to the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
for  their  consideration  and  courtesy  during  the  year. 


OCTOBER  1971 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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SUmmY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borou^ 233  acres 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar  G-eneral  - mid  year 

Rateable  value  as  at  the  1st  April,  1971*  • £171,698 

Estimated  product  of  Ip  rate  at  1st  April,  1971  £1,3^ 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December, 1971  1,342 


AS  SUPPLIED  BY  THE 

CSNERAL 

REGISTRAR 

BIRTHS 

I.IAEES 

FEl/EALES 

TOTAL 

Live  Births 

34 

33 

69 

Legitimate 

33 

34  - 

67 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

DEATHS 

All  ages 

33 

29 

62 

B landlord 

England 

Administra- 

Borough 

& Vales 

tive  County 

Standardised  birth  rate 

16.0 

13.7 

Standardised  death  rate 

11.6 

10.9 

SECTION  A 
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SECTION  A 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  and  Other 

Diseases 

Measles 28 

TUBERCULOSIS 

FuLnonarv  N on -Pulmonary 

Males  3 Nil 

Females  3 2 


VACCINATION  MB  IIviMUNlS.ATION  STATISTICS 


Polionvslitis . 

( Oral) 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

V<‘hoopins 

Coush 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Rubella 

P. 

R. 

P.  R. 

P.  R. 

P. 

R. 

P. 

R. 

P. 

P. 

89 

172 

88  1A8 

91  228 

87 

36 

49 

14 

99 

44 

P = Primary 
R = Reinforcing  Dose 


HEAP  TESTING  MD  B C C VACCINATICN  OF  SCHOOL 
CHILCREN  AGED  13  YEARS  IN  BLAI^DFORD  BOROUGH  ( and  BI ANDPQRD 

RURAL) 

322  children  were  tested  and  of  these  37  were  found  to  give 
positive  reaction, 

23  had  already  been  given  BCG  previously. 

276  children  vaccinated  with  BCG  vaccine 


SECTION  B 
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SECTION  B 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Control  is 
centralised  in  Dorchester  and  the  service  operates  from  Castleman  House, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATOBY 

This  is  situated  at  Dorchester  and  provides  a free  service  for  the  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  human  specimens,  food,  milk  and  water, 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  HEALTH  CLINIC,  SALISBURY  STREET 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  in  the  Health  Centre  once  a month,  together 
\7ith  numerous  services  provided,  or  assisted,  by  the  County  Council.  These 
include  the  School  Dental  Service,  Speech  Therapy,  Hearing  Assessment  and 
Tuition,  Home  Help  Organiser,  Family  Planning,  Cervical  Cytology,  Registrar 
of  Births  and  Deaths  and  Chiropody  for  old  people. 


SECTION  C 

STATISTICAL  TABLES  - ' 1971 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  MALE  FEIVlALE 

Malignant  Neoplaan,  Stomach  - 3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  - 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 3 1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  3 

Hypertensive  Disease  1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  7 8 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  1 7 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  2 2 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  3 2 

Influenza  - 1 

Pneumonia 1 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  3 1 

Asthma  1 - 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 1 - 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  - 2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  1 

Congenital  Anomalies  1 

All  other  accidents  2 3 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


33  25 

report 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBUC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Action  taken  under  Acts  of  Parliament 

( a)  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served l6 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with' 12 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  2 

(b)  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served Nil 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  Nil 

( c)  Number  of  unfit  houses  closed 2 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished - 

Number  of  families  rehoused  2 

Number  of  persons  rehoused if 

(a)  Factories  Acts  and  Regulations 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  1 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 1 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  Nil 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with Nil 

ft 


OVERCRa<DING 
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OVERGROIV'DING- 


(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowd.ed  at  3 

(b)  Number  of  families  therein 6 

( c)  Number  of  ne?/  cases 

(d.)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowd.ing  relieved. 3 

(e)  Number  of  persons  involved 10 

( f ) Number  of  renewed  cases  of  overcrowding 2 


HIBLIG  HEALTH  INSI^GTION  OF  AREA 

Summary  of  inspections  and  re-visits  made  in  the  course  of  routine  work 
during  the  year  1971  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector: 

PUBUG  HEALTH  AGTS 

Houses. 106 

Other  premises k2. 

Housing  inspections 96 

Infectious  diseases -> 


Markets  30 

Factories  § 

FOOD  INSPEGTIONSi 

Meat  inspection 9 

Gafes  ....21 

Ice  cream  premises 8 

Grocers l6 

Butchers 1^ 

Bakeries  2 

Fried  Fish  if 

General  33 

FOOD  HYGIEINE 
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FOOD  HT&IBKE  BEGULAIICNS 

The  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  above  Regulations  are  as  follows: 


■ 

Fitted  with 

washbasins 

Premises  to 

which  Sec. 19 

Annlies 

Premises  coraply> 

ing  with  Sec. 19 

Bakers  and  confectioners  '' 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers 

6 

6 

6 

Fishmongers 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes 

7 

7 

.-7 

Fried  Fish 

3 

3 

3 

Grocers 

14 

14 

14 

Public  Houses 

12 

12 

12 

Sugar  confectionery 

12 

8 ■ 

8 

u'ATER  SUPPLY 

i*  f 

All  dwelling  houses,  shops, 

offices  and  factories  are  connected  to  the 

mains  water  supply  from  the  Dorset  Vater  Board. 

~ MEAT  1NKPECTIQN 

The  'only  slau'glhter  “house  which  was  privately  owned  closed 'during  the  year 

19^2, 


• . ^QOD  imspbction 

The  'fbHovving  'foodstuffs  were  examined  and  found  to  be’  'unfit  'for  human 


cons'un^'tibW:  ' ’ ’ 

■■  Caririe'd 'do'dked  meats  240  lb's 

Canned  fruit  . 9^ 

Heat 33  lbs 

Frozen  foodstuff  410  lbs 

, ......  NOISE 
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NOISE  ABj\TEl,IENT  ACT 


Tv7o  comparatively  minor  complaints  were  received  during  the  past  year, 
one  emanating  from  a garage  workshop  and  the  other  from  equipment  at 
the  local  Gas  Holder.  Both  complaints  vrere  satisfactorily  resolved 
following  representations  to  the  persons  concerned. 

BEFUSE  DISPOSAL 

This  Council,  together  with  the  adjoining  Rural  District  Council  use 
a joint  Refuse  Tip  where  controlled  tipping  methods  are  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry's  recommendations. 

Arrangements  are  also  made  for  the  disposal  of  bulky  rubbish  and  derelict 
cars. 

The  purchase  of  a new  larger  and  more  modern  refuse  vehicle  has  contribute 
to  greater  efficiency  and  improved  working  conditions  for  the  two  men 
employed. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

No  complaints  received  and  no  action  necessary, 

SE\/AGB  AND  SEl/AGE  DISPOSAL 

All  houses  with  the  exception  of  one  are  connected  with  the  main  sewage 
system. 


COMION  LODGBTG  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  v^rithin  the  Borough. 

RODENT  CONTROL 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Total  number  of  visits  made  by  Rodent  Officer m 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  on  notification  56 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  under  Act  88 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  Milth  rats 39 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  with  mice  I7 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  and  mice 1+ 


A large  number  of  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  of  wasps  nests 
and  ant  infestations.  All  of  these  were  effectively  dealt  v^ith  by  the 
Pests'  Officer. 


PACTCRIBS  ACT  1961 

Part  1 of  the  Act 


1,  Inspections 


PREMISES 

1 

Number  on 
REGISTER 

2 

Number  of 

Inspections!  N'ritten 

1 Notices 
3 1 4 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

3 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,2,3  6 are 

to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

( ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

32 

L 3 

TOTAL 

32 

3. 

- 

2 - Cases 
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2.  Cases  in  v/hich  DESPOTS  were  found 


PARTICULAES 


Number  of  cases  in 
vmich  defects  were 
found 


Pound 


Vant  of  cleanliness  (SI) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (Sj) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floo^; 

Sanitary  conveniences  (Sy) 

(a1  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 


Other  offences  against  the  Act 
not  including  offences 
relating  to  out-work 

TOTAL 


Remedied 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
v/ere  instituted 

Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 
Insp,  Insp, 

it 1 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outv/ork 


(Sections  135  and  134) 

Nature  of  liJork  No,  on  List 

"Wearing  apparel  - Making  etc. 

cleaning  and  2^ 

washing 


Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings 


2 


There  were  no 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the  Council, 
go  prosecutions 
for  failurd  to 
supply  list-s, 
no  instances  of 
work  in  unwhole- 
some premises, 
no  notices  served 
§,nd  no  prosecu- 
tions. 


TOTAL 
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